   Survey  Research : Developing the Research tool
Example: Child Labour 						

1. Purpose of the survey: What do other people know and/or think about your topic?

2. Decide on your general research question (Try to frame your topic into an Issue Question)	
	Example Issue: Child Labour
Example  General Research Question: 
                   Should children under the age of 16 be allowed to work in factories?





3.  Research Subjects:	 
Decide WHO you want to ask (Biographic questions)
· Which data is relevant? (What will influence how they answer the questions?)
· Which information is interesting or essential for your analysis? Do you want to compare 2 age groups or 2 genders or 2 ethnicities?  (You will look for people from these groups)
		? Age group (20 – 25, 26- 30, 31 …. OR   19, 20, 21, 22, 23…..
		? Occupation
		? Gender
		? Ethnicity / First language/ Number of Languages spoken?
		? Length of time in BC
		? number of countries they have visited
		? highest level of education 
		__________________________
Make the RELEVANT WHO points into short form for the TOP of your survey form.

Example: Bio data:  for the  Child Labour Research Topic
	
Gender:             Male _____   Female  ______ Non-gender specific _____
Age Group:      12 – 16 __;  17 – 18 ___;  19 – 20 ___; 21 – 22 ____; 23 – 24 ___; 25 – 26 ___  27+ ___
(Nationality)   Born in Canada: _______     Born Abroad:  ___   Where? _____________
Did you have a part time job before you were 18?  Yes ___  no ____
                                                           If yes, what kind of job did you do?  ____________________




4. Research Method:  Decide  WHERE and HOW you will gather your data
OPTIONS:
	WHERE:  on campus? at the sky train station? at a mall? Etc.

HOW: For this research project, you will all design surveys which include questions 			which people can answer quickly.

	 HOW MANY:  For this project, you will collect data from   40  research subjects.

5. Survey Research Questions 
Your group will design at least 10 survey questions exploring what OTHER PEOPLE think and know about your topic.
Step 1 TO DO  Notepage:
As a GROUP:
1. Determine your General Research Question


2. Determine WHO you will ask

3. Discuss WHERE you plan to find your research subjects.

4. Create a “Who are you?”  or Biographical Data box  with the appropriate categories
These are point form (see example). You will put them on the top of your survey page.
	












Step 2: As an INDIVIDUAL
1. Read through your articles & other sources
2. Watch a video about your topic if possible
3. Take notes of some key FACTS so that you can make content questions 
4. Take notes about the issues so that you can create opinion questions.
5. Later, you will work with your partners and decide on the best questions.


Guide: Writing Survey questions 
Decide WHICH question format is best for the kind of info you want to know. 
· Use several of these formats.  

What do you know about Child Labour?

[Category A: Fact Questions]
Multiple choice – one answer or multiple answers
1.  Which Child Labour organization(s) started in Canada?  Choose all that apply.

a/ __Ban Child Labour      		b/ __ Free the Children                c/  __ Children unite!   
d/ __  Stop Child Labour now!           e/__ International Labour Organization (ILO)
   
2. According to the International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention # 138, the Minimum Age for children to work in most countries is:
a) ___  10       b) ___ 12     c)  ___ 14       d)  ___ 16       e) ___ 18  
 
3.  In 2024, international lawmakers believed that the number of children (under 18) working across the world was:  
a) ___ 115 Million    b) ___ 138 Million    c) ___  215 Million  d) ___ 300 Million   

4.Which ONE of these statements is true?   
a) There are more boys than girls that are working as child labourers.
b) There are more girls than boys that are working as child labourers.

5. Which companies have had children making their products?  Choose all that apply: 
a)  ___ GAP Clothing (in India)  			     d)  ___ APPLE  iphones (China)  
b)  ___ Hershey Chocolate (Cote’ d Ivoire) 	 	     e)  ___ NIKE sport shoes (Thailand)
c)  ___ Soccer balls (India, Thailand, China, Pakistan)      f)  ___  McDonalds (happy meal toys)

6. Which countries have children working in factories?  Choose ALL that apply. 
 ___  India	        ____ Turkey          ____  Spain         ___ China  	     ____ Iran
___  Bangladesh     ____   England      ____  France      ___  Australia    ____ South Africa

7.What kinds of work do children do?           Match the % with the type of work.
a) Agriculture (farm workers) 					___ 14%
b) Service (housecleaning, selling on street, repairing bikes)	___ 61%
c) Industry (construction, mining, bricks, factories) 			___ 25%

[Category B: Opinion Questions]  
Likert Scale Question  - Usually these are SHOULD statements.
8. Canadian children should help solve this Child Labour problem in other countries.
(Strongly agree) 6    5   4    3    2    1 (Strongly disagree)         Don’t know
    
9. Children from poor families in poor countries should work in factories and go to school at night.
 (Strongly agree) 6    5   4    3    2    1 (Strongly disagree)         Don’t know
   
10.  Children from poor families should work in factories during the day and go to school at night.
 (Strongly agree) 6    5   4    3    2    1 (Strongly disagree)         Don’t  know

11.  Why do children work in factories?  Which reason is the most common?  Choose one
____   Parents are in debt, so they sell the children to pay the debt.
____   Children are stolen from their homes
____   The parents are dead, so the children must work to eat.
____   The parents work in the factory, so the children do too.
____   The parents and children think money is more important than education.
____   Schools fees are too high to pay, so a family sells one child so another can go to school.

Ranking Question
12. Why do children work in factories?
RANK the following reasons with #1 as the most common reason and #4 as the least common
  OR have them choose 1 and 2 only
_____   Parents are in debt, so they sell the children to pay the debt.
_____   Children are stolen from their homes
_____   The parents are dead, so the children must work to eat.     
_____   The parents work in the factory, so the children do too.
_____  The parents and children think money is more important than education.



[Category C: Open & Mixed Question Format] 
These are not very – NOT VERY time  EFFICIENT  but they are sometimes necessary
13. What jobs can children do when they are under 10 years old?


14. Do you think governments of poor countries will change their laws so it is illegal for children to work in factories? Yes ___ no ____   
Explain your reasons:



15. When people go shopping, they should always ask if child labour was used.
(Strongly agree) 6    5   4    3    2    1 (Strongly disagree)         Don’t know
How can shoppers know of the product is made by children?  Explain




Step 2: TO DO: As an individual - each person in the group: 
1. Write 5 content  (fact) questions  
Make sure you know the correct answer(s)
Show the correct answer(s) on the first draft
Include some reasonable WRONG choices 

2. Write out 5 opinion statements (likert scale format)
EACH PERSON will show their draft questions on  __________________

Step 3: As a group: Designing Survey Research Draft 1 
1. Work as a team to choose the best questions
2. Type out the Survey Form – be sure you all have an e-copy.

Your survey  must include
·  a title
· A Bio data box (on top)
·  At least 10 questions (more is OK)
· The correct answer(s) for fact questions (in pen or pencil is fine)
· Your first names in any font size (somewhere)

Try to fit it on one side of the page.  
Double-sided is fine, but it cannot be longer than 2 sides

3. Hand in the DRAFT to me for editing and suggestions.  
· You may need to do 3 drafts. 
· That’s okay!
You will be evaluated on the entire process.
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